i wha risks everything. But when

the pace drags, one can always
drool over Simon Higlent's
handsome design. JE

I slava's Snowshow
Touring ek ke

Slava's may feature

| figures with big, red
noses and very long shoes,
but this is clowning raised to
the feve! of art and magic
Breathtakingly rich and strange,
full of madcap laughter and the
deepest pathos, with silent
enactments of human longing,
friendship, love and loss, there's
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‘high spotof the evening
‘Some of the play's pow:
comes from the melancholy
tone that underscores its piea

| fortolerance, a mood ot

|

ROYAL
SHAKESPEARE
COMPANY

nothing quite like it in theatre, By
the end, the audience of (mostly)
children was literally screaming
with delight, as huge coloured

balloons the size of housescame &

bauncing off the stage and salled
over our heads. GH

B Hope

Last Christmas, the playwright
lack Thorne and the director John
Tiffany triumphed here with Let
the Right One In. Who, | wonder,
raced across to Peter Jones for
bunting when the talented duo

announced they would return this |

year, only with a play about local

council cuts? The issues explored |
i Fokwokx KO %ok % % A-0K
{ %% OK ** So-so + No-no

here are important, but — pace

i those who tore through JK

i beleaguered
i Isnever identified, and that lack
i of rootedness Is frustrating. In
Royal Court, London SW1 % @ A C
T e R T momentum, and descends
! Into triteness. None of the

i secondary, non-councillor

| charactersring particularly true,
i elther. Like the coundillors'

+ efforts, a noble failure. PN

Rawling's The Casual Vacancy
and loved all those negatiation
scenes In Borgen — itis
questionable whether they are
the stuff of gripping drama.

|t starts promisingly. Tom
Scutt's set —a recognisable
municlpal hall — is where we
first encounter the deputy councll
leader, Mark (the appealing
Paul Higgins), rehearsing a
speech explaining the swingeing
£22m cuts he and the council
leader, Hilary (Stella Gonet),

+ mustforce through, Shamed by
1 agrass-roots campalgn, Mark

i and his Labour colleagues pin

1 their hopes an aamering public

support by defying Westminster

i andrefusing to set a budget

But will this be seen as heroism

1 orrecklessness?

At times, this
verbatim one, bu!

the second hal ses focus

Jone Edwardes, Christopher
Hart and Patricia Nicol

ATHER OF THE ATOMIC BOMB

An epic of personal failure, >mmmmm:_m
is exhilarating, By Maxie Szalwinska
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American spirit, doubles as a
tormeniod Lee Harvey Oswald,
diecicding whether to shoot IFK.
Fe finds a sort of bliss as
blood - red ticker tape rins down
on him: America’s parade of
optinism seems 3 cruel joke
This Is @ musical thal's
hard -edged withour being
sentimental of undily
glamorising its subjects. Most
of these polist thetr sense of
disappolniment and entitlement
as lovingly as thedr guns. @

¥ Assassins
Menier Chocolate Factory,
London SEL ok
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