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talks to Rudi Dharmalingam

about playmg a md;cahsed 16th Century fanatic

8 ow a 19th century verse
il | play about Tudor
|_ == politics can have
| contemporary echoes of

2 =il religious
fundamemallsm and Brexit is
perhaps a question for Robert Icke.

But then the dynamic director is
known for making Aeschylus’
2,500-year-old Oresteia feel newly
minted, and creating a radically
reworked version of Orwell’s 1984.

Both those shows were at The
Almeida where in addition to
adapting German playwright
Friedrich Schiller's Mary Stuart,
Icke has added a frisson by deciding
who plays Elizabeth and Mary each
night on a coin toss.

Either Highgate actress Juliet
Stevenson will put her head on the
block, or Lia Williams, currently
tearing up TV screens as Wallis
Simpson in The Crown and
butcher’s wife Nadia in The
Missing.

The device has led to the press
night being delayed by a week
according to Rudi Dharmalingam,
who plays Mortimer: “We are in a
good position but the creative team
and actors have made the decision
after becoming aware that we are
essentially creating two different
versions of the show with two
different queens. We
underestimated how much work
that was going to entail.”

How the head-swapping regime
affect the rest of the cast is
definitely a good question for
Dharmalingam, whose past theatre
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work includes The History B s
and The Events.

“The heart of our performances is
essentially the same. But all actors

have their own aura and essence.
Any actor is going to give
something different and working
with two actors on the same scene
will have variants. One will stay
still on a line where the other one
moves. We have to be open minded
about how it's going to change from
night to night.”

Dharmalingam says the cast
which also includes Thick of It and
Cucumber actor Vincent Franklin
took just “twenty minutes” to start
talking about Brexit on the first day
of rehearsals.

“It's not the same, but that feeling
of isolation has echoes with the
feeling post referendum. A new
religion has been established in
England with Catholicism branded
a criminal offence. England is about
to be ex-communicated by the Pope
which means cutting ties with the
Catholic Church and the majority
of Europe. Who knows what the
future holds? Brexit was a
multigenerational choice that we
have made who's to sav what it's
going to bring?”

Focusing on the last days of Mary
Queen of Scots as Elizabeth 1
dithers over signing her death
warrant, Icke intensifies the
thriller by compressing the action
into one day. As the nephew of
Mary’s jailer, Mortimer offers Mary
hope of being sprung from jail as
an increasingly paranoid Elizabeth
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“Elizabeth is a target of
murderous Catholic radicals out to
install the religion back into
England. Mortimer is a fictional
role created by Schiller but as a
young man who has grown up
Protestant and become radicalised
during a gap year, he's
representative of many Catholic
missionaries who wanted to
assassinate Elizabeth I and free
Mary from prison.

“They were often young men
trained or indoctrinated by priests
in Europe. He feels he has a

mission. In his zeal he’s prepared to

sacrifice himself for the greater
good. It's that sense of something
bigger than yourself. He thinks this
is his destiny God has asked him to
do it. It has given him great focus,
self-assurance but there’s also
naivety.”

As for the verse, he insists it's
“very accessible” and “pertinent to
the essence of the piece”.

“It gives added momentum to the
plot and as with Shakespeare it
fuels our thoughts and gives an
underlying pulse. The stakes are
very high for all involved.”

It’s safe to say he loves working
with Icke: “He likes reworking
classics and making them relevant
for a modern audience. The whole
process is really free and open.
Some directors have a pre-ordained
idea of staging but with him we
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discover it for ourselves and he
tweaks it. I didn’t go into this job to
act in soaps. I am interested in
telling multi-layered stories with
multi-dimensional characters and

I've been very lucky so far”

B Mary Stuart is at the Almeida
Theatre Islington from December 2
until January 21.
| Rudi Dharmalingam in Mary Stuart at the Almeida.
KANTAR MEDIA Coverage is reproduced under license from the NLA, CLA or other copyright owner. No further copying (including the ~ +44 (0)20 7264 4700
printing of digital cuttings) digital reproductions or forwarding is permitted except under license from the NLA, services@KantarMedia.com

http://www.nla.co.uk (for newspapers) CLA http://www.cla.co.uk (for books and magazines) or other copyright body.  www.KantarMedia.com





